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As Ordinary Time continues, we are 

still in the central part of Matthew’s 

Gospel where Jesus is teaching by 

means of parables. Today we have 

four more parables to add to the 

four already heard over the last           

couple of Sundays. These parables 

stress in particular the great value 

of the kingdom. 

 

In the First Reading we have the 

narrative of the young king                            

Solomon asking God for the gift of 

wisdom, so as to discern the true 

value of things and rule his people 

with understanding. 

 

 

The verses taken from the Psalm extol the value of God’s law,                                       

a treasure that brings true happiness. 

 

St Paul, in the Second Reading, reveals the mutuality between the 

faithful follower and the generosity of the Father, who will justify and 

glorify those he has called. 

 

In the Gospel the kingdom of heaven is likened to finding a treasure 

and selling everything to possess it. Good and bad coexist until the time 

of final judgment. 

 

Maybe this week we can pray for the grace to recognize the kingdom 

amongst us and around us.  

The church is open for 

Private Prayer                                          

on Sundays                          

9.30am to 11.30am 



Collect 

God of eternal wisdom, you alone impart the gift of right judgement. Grant us an 
understanding heart, that we may value wisely the treasures of your kingdom 
and gladly forgo all lesser gifts to possess the kingdom’s incomparable joy. We 
ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

First Reading:                                                                  1 Kings 3:5.7-12     

Theme: Solomon asks for an understanding heart 
 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, Ask what you would like me 
to give you. Solomon replied, Lord, my God, you have made your servant king in 
succession to David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in                            
leadership. Your servant finds himself in the midst of this people of yours that 
you have chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. 
Give your servant a heart to understand how to discern between good and evil, 
for who could govern this people of yours that is so great? It pleased the Lord 
that Solomon should have asked for this. Since you have asked for this the Lord 
said and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your enemies, 
but have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do what 
you ask. I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had and 
none will have after you. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 119                        

Response: Lord, how I love your law! 

My part, I have resolved, O Lord, is to obey your word. 

The law from your mouth means more to me than silver and gold.                 

Lord, how I love your law! 

Let your love be ready to console me by your promise to your servant. 

Let your love come and I shall live for your law is my delight.  

Lord, how I love your law! 

That is why I love your commands more than finest gold, 

why I rule my life by your precepts, and hate false ways.  

Lord, how I love your law! 

 

Your will is wonderful indeed; therefore I obey it. 

The unfolding of your word gives light and teaches the simple.  

Lord, how I love your law! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Second Reading:                                                           Romans 8:28-30  
 
Theme: God intended us to become true images of his Son 
 
We know that by turning everything to their good God co-operates with all those 
who love him, with all those that he has called according to his purpose. They 
are the ones he chose specially long ago and intended to become true images of 
his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he 
intended for this; those he called he justified, and with those he justified he 
shared his glory. 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,                
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel:                                                                            Matthew 13: 44-52 

 

Theme: The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said to the crowds, 'The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 

field which someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy,                                              

sells everything he owns and buys the field. 

'Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he 

finds one of great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. 

'Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a 

haul of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, 

they collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no use. 

This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear and separate the 

wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be 

weeping and grinding of teeth. 

'Have you understood all this?' They said, 'Yes.' And he said to them, 'Well, then, 

every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a                        

householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.' 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 



 

 

For Our Prayers 

Sick & Housebound:  
Doreen Bradin, Marshall Bottrell, Norma Brookes,  Kerry Bullows, Vicky 
Bullows,  Joan Cartwright, Beryl Cooke, Carol Connochie, John Connochie,  
Lyn Cooney, Alice Corbett, Emily Cousland,  Madeline Darby, Val Dallaway,   
John Dutfield, Mark Davies, Gail Gardner, Gordon Gaskill,  Leon Gilson,                  
Tony Green, Jan & Andy Guest, Beryl Hunt, , Sue Jones, Ann Lovesy, 
Maureen Lloyd,  Rosemary Oakley, Stan & Edna Reeves, Chris Smith,                       
Jacob Smith,  Pauline & Denzil Smith, Joan Stringer, Les Waldron,                       
Diane Williams, Charlotte Witczak, Dave.  
 
Birthdays;   

Recently Departed: Gerald Smith, Sue Davies, Eunice Jackson  

 

Years Mind: 26th Brian Halford, Gwendoline Timmins, 27th Jessie 

Arblaster, Beryl Warrender,28th  Anthony Morgan, Arthur Smith,                            

29th  Thelma Colbourne, 30th Harry Jones,31st  Joseph Hadgett,            

Mary Jones, Gerry Ponting 1st Mary Rose Wright,  

 

Residents in Care Homes: Lynda Blakemore; Beryl Cooke; Mavis 

Douglass; Pat Eades; Josie Fiske; Hazel Saxon.  

 

OHMS: Lee Bullows, Amy Chambers, Ebony Churchill, Ian Day,       

Scott Sabin, Neil Skett, Fr Michael Wagstaff, Craig Ward, Nathan Yates  

 

During the Vacancy                                                                                                         

THE CHURCHWARDENS     May be contacted by email at      

churchwardensatstchads@gmail.com 

Many Thanks again 

to all those who have let Sue have their weekly offering  envelopes during 

the last few weeks to enable us to continue to pay our bills. This is our main 

source of income we have at present to enable us to pay our standing orders 

for Insurance, Gas & Electric etc. Please bring to Church on Sunday or If you 

have any that you would like collecting please let us know. 

GOOD NEWS! 

St Chad’s Church will be resuming Public Worship from Sunday              

2nd August. There will be a Mass at 8.30am and a Mass at 10.15am. 

The Latter will be said (No singing permitted at the moment).                       

The Church of England does recommend the wearing of face masks in 

church. Please be aware of this. 


