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The death of a member of his family or of a loved friend, must be the saddest event imaginable in 

the life of an atheist. He is one who really is  convinced that there is no God, no future life and 

therefore that the relative or friend is to turn into dust in the grave,  

never to be met with again. The thought that every day that passes is 

bringing him too nearer to that same sad fate, death, which will be the 

end of all his   ambitions, all his enjoyments, the end of  everything he 

thought he was or had, must be something hard to live with. 
 

Thank God, we have the good fortune to know, and reason and faith 

convince us of this truth, that death is not the end of man. It is rather the 

real beginning. Today's feast—the Ascension of our Lord in his human 

nature—to his Father's and our Father's home, is the  confirmation and 

the guarantee of this doctrine of our faith. We shall all rise from the 

grave with new, glorified bodies and ascend to heaven, as Christ did. 

There we'll begin our true life of eternal happiness. 

 

While it is true that even for good Christians the death of a beloved one 

is a cause of sorrow and tears, this is natural as we still are of the earth 

earthly. Yet the certitude that our beloved one has gone to his true life 

and will be there to meet us when our turn comes, is always at the back 

of our minds to console and comfort us. What all human beings want is 

to live on forever with our dear ones. Death breaks that continuity but only for a little while. That 

break is necessary for the new life to begin. It is only in heaven that this natural desire of an        

unending life with all those we love can be realized and death on earth is the door to that eternal 

life. 

 

Look up to heaven today. See Christ ascending to his Father and our Father. Say : Thank you, God, 

for creating me, and for giving me, through the Incarnation of your beloved Son, the possibility and 

the assurance that if I do my part here, when death comes it will not be an enemy but a friend, to 

speed me on my way to the true, supernatural life which you have, in your love, planned and       

prepared for me.  



Collect 

 

God of Majesty, Yours is the power that raised Christ from death, yours the glory 
that exalted him to your right hand. By the mystery of the Ascension, sustain our 
hope as we bear witness to our baptism. By the perpetual outpouring of your    
spirit, confirm your Church in its mission of salvation. Grant this through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord  Amen 

 

First Reading                                                                           Acts 1:1-11 

Theme: He was lifted up while they looked on. 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught 
from the beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had 
chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown                      
himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he 
had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When 
he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave  Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what you have 
heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from 
now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

  Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times 
or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will                 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my                   
witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed 
to the ends of the earth.’ 

  As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from 
their sight. They were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white 
were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing 
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.  

The word of the Lord.                                                                              
Thanks be to God               

 

 
Responsorial Psalm                                                        Psalm 46:2-3,6-9                                                                                                                             
 
Response: God goes up with shouts of joy;                                                                 
  the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

All peoples, clap your hands, cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, great king over all the earth. R: 
 
God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, sing praise to our king, sing praise. R: 
 

God is king of all the earth, sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; God reigns on his holy throne. R: 
 
                 



 

                    

Second Reading                                                       Ephesians 1:17-23 

Theme: He made him sit at his right hand in heaven. 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of 
wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of 
him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his 
call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and 
how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you 
can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise 
him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above 
every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can 
be named not only in this age but also in the age to come. He has put all things 
under his feet and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation. 

The word of the Lord.                                                                            
Thanks be to God               

 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! Go, make disciples of all the nations.                                       
I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

Gospel:                                                                         St Matthew 28:16-20 

Theme: All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. 

 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had                   

arranged to meet them. When they saw him they fell down before him, though 

some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all 

the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And know 

that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

For Our Prayers 

Sick & Housebound:  
Doreen Bradin, Marshall Bottrell, Norma Brookes,  Kerry Bullows,                        
Vicky Bullows,  Joan Cartwright, Beryl Cooke, Carol Connochie,                     
John Connochie,  Lyn Cooney, Alice Corbett, Emily Cousland,                           
Madeline Darby, Val Dallaway,   John Dutfield, Sue & Mark Davies,                         
Vicki Fleury, Gail Gardner, Gordon Gaskill,  Leon Gilson, Jan & Andy Guest, 
Sara Jayne Horton, Beryl Hunt, Sue Jones, Ann Lovesy, Maureen Lloyd,  
Rosemary Oakley, Stan & Edna Reeves, Chris & Gerald Smith,  Jacob Smith,  
Pauline & Denzil Smith, Joan Stringer, Les Waldron, Diane Williams,                                      
Charlotte Witczak,   
 
Birthdays; 29th Myra  Ponting,                                    

Wedding Anniversary; 30th  Diane & Ron Nicholson  

Recently Departed: David Disley, Howard Dudley and for all those 

who have died due to the Coronavirus especially those known to us. 

 

Years Mind: 24th Thomas Bullows, Nancy Hale,                                     

25th  Arthur Sidney (Sid) Cartwright, 26th Beryl Rose Kelsall,                 

27th George Henry Booth, Albert Moffatt, Florence Morgan,                     

28th Enid Silvester, 29th Sylvia May Hedges, John Richard Ward,            

30th Harry Starkey  

Residents in Care Homes: Lynda Blakemore; Beryl Cooke; Mavis 

Douglass; Pat Eades; Josie Fiske; Eunice Jackson; Hazel Saxon.  

OHMS: Lee Bullows, Amy Chambers, Ebony Churchill, Ian Day,      

Scott Sabin, Neil Skett, Fr Michael Wagstaff, Craig Ward, Nathan Yates  

 

During the Vacancy                                                                                                         

THE CHURCHWARDENS     May be contacted by email at      

churchwardensatstchads@gmail.com 

 

Many Thanks again 

to all those who have let Sue have their weekly offering  envelopes 

during the last few weeks to enable us to continue to pay our bills. 

This is the only source of income we have at present to enable us to 

pay our standing orders for Insurance, Gas & Electric etc. If you have 

any that you would like collecting please let us know. 


